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MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE AND FOOD — PERFORMANCE 

433. Mr D.T. REDMAN to the Premier: 
I have a supplementary question. Given the Minister for Agriculture and Food also has an accident-prone 
parliamentary secretary in Hon Darren West, will the Premier consider a cabinet reshuffle to once again bring 
confidence back into the agricultural sector? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
I will tell you something about Darren West as opposed to you: Darren West is a farmer. You were a bottle shop 
proprietor! I would have more faith in Darren West than I would in you. Darren West is a successful farmer. I have 
been to his farm; I have driven around on the harvester. I have driven a harvester with Darren West! You have 
never invited me to your bottle shop to get behind the counter. To be fair, you have not. 

Mr P.A. Katsambanis: He is a full-time politician. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Oh, really! 

The SPEAKER: I call the member for Hillarys to order for the first time. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Are you saying he did have a bottle shop? Do you not own it anymore? 

Mr D.T. Redman: I have not had it for 11 years or something, but that is all right. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: You do not own the bottle shop—okay. A former bottle shop proprietor, Mr Speaker! So 
Darren West — 

Dr M.D. Nahan: You are making fun of the small business community. 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition, you are on three calls. That is your last warning. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I like bottle shops. If the member for Warren–Blackwood had ever invited me to his, I would 
have gone. But I went to Darren West’s farm and I have driven around on his harvester. It is a real farm and it is 
a real harvester, and he knows a lot about agriculture. The member can run down Alannah MacTiernan and he can 
run down a real farmer in this Parliament, unlike the Nats in this house—I am looking around at the Nats in this 
house. I see one who lives in Mt Claremont, 1 500 kilometres from his electorate: the member for 
North West Central. But the good thing is we are upgrading the railway through to Mt Claremont so he can get on 
the train and go to the airport so he can visit his electorate! We are helping him. I look at the rest of them. I am 
looking for a farmer. 

Mr D.T. Redman interjected. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: You are not a farmer. Come on! 

Several members interjected. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: What sort of farmer are you? 

Several members interjected. 

Point of Order 
Ms M.J. DAVIES: I have a point of order. 

The SPEAKER: Members, I want to hear this in silence. 

Ms M.J. DAVIES: I would like the Speaker’s ruling on the relevance of what the Premier is currently talking 
about. 

Several members interjected. 

Ms M.J. DAVIES: We are talking about his minister for agriculture! 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: It is not a point of order, but I am sure the Premier will wrap this up right now. 

Questions without Notice Resumed 
Mr M. McGOWAN: I will wrap up. Member for Warren–Blackwood, having a few mushrooms and a few 
tomatoes in the backyard does not make you a farmer! 
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